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Foreword

-

This revision of this British Standard, which has been
prepared under the direction of the Clothing Standards
Committee, supersedes BS 4981 : Part 1 : 1973 and
BS 4981 : Part 2 : 1974, which are withdrawn,

Part 1, which was based on ISO 2816 and 1S0O 3844,
published by the International QOrganization for Standard-
ization {1SQ), dealt with the fundamentals of Mondopoint,
a universal sizing system for boots and shoes. Part 2, which
was basad on D15 3365 (subsequently 1SO 3355}, published
by the International Organization for Standardization
{1SQ), gave supplementary information about length
intervals,

Due to technical and other problems, adoption of the
Mondopgint system, in place of a variety of other sizing
systems in use in different countries, has proceeded slowly.
Accordingly, to facilitate implementation of the Mondo-
point system, 150 Technical Committee TC 137 at its
meeting in Gottwaldov, Czechoslovakia in March 1980,
adopted the following Resclutions:

‘Resolution 28 (range of widths). The delegates present
agree that, in the width grading system, for each length,
each width may be any whole number of millimetres,
the grading interval between two consecutive widths
being one millimetre.

British Standards tnstitution

A range of footwear may include one or more widths
for each length.

The national standards organizations may specify in
their standards tables of widths corresponding to their
requirements.’

'Resolution 30. The delegates present agree that the
Mondopoint system, as far as concerns the length
defined in 1SO 2816 (paragraph 2.2} and 1SO 3844,
may be introduced into use, for a transitional period,
by converting the existing shoe sizes into corresponding
lengths {expressed in millimetres) of the average normal
foot fitted.'

This revision has been prepared with the intention of
adopting the principle embodied in the foregoing
Resaolutions and thus to facilitate implementation of the
Mondopoint footwear sizing system. 1n combining the
two parts the specification has been simplified by making
optional the width provisions and by removing the
intervals of 5 mm or 7.5 mm for marking length sizes.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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BS 4981 : 1984

. This British Standard specifies requirements for the

. establishment of a universal system of footwear, sizing and
marking, the Mondopoint system. The systemn is applicable
- to all types of'bqots and shoes without restriction.

NOTE, The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back page.

L ]

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the following
- definitions apply.

" size of the shoe. The measurement or measurements
«: a foot deemed to be sufficient to provide a shoe that

2.2 length of the foot. The horizontal distance between
the perpendiculars in contact with the end of the most
prominent toe and the most prominent part of the heel,
: measured with the subject standing [the weight of the

body equally distributed on both feet) and wearing hose
" appropriate to the type of boot or shoe. {See figure 1.)

~ 2.3 width of the foot. The horizontal distance between

. vertical lines in contact with the first and fifth metatarso-

~. phalangeal joints (see figure 2), under conditions identical
“with those previously used for measurement &f length.

B

_ 2.4 average foot. A normal foot defined from the
examination of statistical results and anatomical studies.

3 Sizing system

™ The sizing system shall be based on the length of the
«+erage foot fitted by the footwear,

NOTE. The sizing system may also include the width of the foot.

3.2 Each measurement shall be expressed in a whole
number of millimetres,
NOTE. This requirement does not preclude the use of codes as an

additional means of expressing width, Such codes may form the
. -subject of further British Standards.

- will fit a foot'corresponding to that or those measurements.

hoheape 1,

St
¥ Copy’ S

4 Size marking and labeliing

4.1 General

The size marking shall be expressed as specified in 4.2
or 4.3, using characters which shail be at least 3 mm in
height.

4.2 Length measurement only

The length measurement shall be marked on the footwear.

NOTE. The number should preferably be enclosed in a rectangular
or oval figure for clarity and ease of recognition,

4.3 Length and width measurements

The length measurement shall be stated first, followed by
the width measurement and the two numbers shall be
separated by a solidus or other line.

NOTE. The numbers should preferably be enciosed in a rectangular
or oval figure for clarity and ease of recognition, e.g. for 215/82;

215 215

215 | 82

5 Transition from existing systems

Any existing systern of footwear sizing, other than the
Mondopoint system, shall be adapted to the Mondopoint
system by conversion of each existing size into the corres-
ponding length (expressed in millimetres) of the average
foot fitted. Each size may also include a designation of the
width in millimetres or by means of a code.
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