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BS EN 1176-10:2008

This British Standard was
published under the authority

National Foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 1176-10:2008. It partially
supersedes BS 8409:2002, which is going to be revised to remove conflicting material.
In the meantime, where conflict exists between the two standards the provisions of BS
EN 1176-10:2008 take precedence.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee SW/65,
Children’s playground equipment

National standards have been published by BSI on children’s playground equipment
since BS 3178 was first issued in 1959. That standard concentrated on specifications
for specific types of equipment. It was replaced in 1979 by BS 5696 which switched
focus to a design and safety approach.

With the increasing introduction of overseas equipment BSI led the way by calling for
a European Standard to address the conflicting safety advice and standards from other
countries. This was published in 1999 as BS EN 1176 and it further focused on the
safety of playground equipment

The process of UK standardization for the indoor play product range effectively began
in 1992 with the first of a series of independent safety guideline and good practice
references published by the Institute of Leisure and Amenity Management (ILAM).
Further publications by ILAM on this theme followed in 1995 and 1999. The latter
publication, Indoor Play Areas — Guidance on Safe Practice, was subsequently used as
the base reference for BS 8409:2002, Soft indoor play areas — Code of practice, which
was published by BSI.

The move towards European standardization for indoor play began in 2002. This
followed a CEN decision that indoor play products should conform to EN 1176. Part 10
sets out additional specific safety requirements and test methods which also apply to
indoor play products. This was to take account of those types of equipment that are
specific to the indoor play product range.

Operators and providers are advised that equipment conforming to EN 1176 require
regular maintenance. Guidance on this and appropriate inspection, maintenance and
operation schedules are contained within BS EN 1176-7:2008.

Playground equipment not conforming to this revision should not automatically be
considered as being unsafe or to require replacement A risk assessment by
competent persons should be used to determine what action, if any, is necessary.
Manufacturers and Inspectors of the Register of Play Inspectors International (RPII)
are amongst those that will be able to assist in this.

All standards published by the BSI are regularly revised. Therefore it is advised that
from the date of this revised publication, a period of twelve months is to be given to
manufacturers to enable them to amend their product lines.

A list of organizations represented on this Committee can be obtained on request to
its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract
Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from legal obligations.
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