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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 12951:2004.
BS EN 12951:2004 is a candidate “harmonized” European standard and fully takes into account 
the requirements of the European Commission mandates M/122, Roof coverings, roof lights, roof 
windows and ancillary products, and intended to lead to CE marking. The date of applicability of 
BS EN 12951:2004 as a harmonized European standard, i.e. the date after which this standard 
may be used for CE marking purposes, is subject to an announcement in the Official Journal of the 
European Communities.
The Commission in consultation with Member States has agreed a transition period for the 
co-existence of harmonized European Standards and their corresponding national standard(s). It 
is intended that this period will comprise a period, usually nine months, after the date of 
availability of the European Standard, during which any required changes to national regulations 
are to be made, followed by a further period, usually of 12 months, for the implementation of CE 
marking. At the end of this co-existence period, the natinal standard(s) will be withdrawn.
There are no conflicting national standards to be withdrawn.
The UK participation in the preparation of BS EN 12951:2004 was entrusted by Technical 
Committee B/508, Stairs and walkways, to its Subcommittee, B/208/1, Stairs and walkways — 
Industrial stairs, which has the responsibility to:

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on request to its 
secretary.

This British Standard is one of several standards covering permanent fittings to give access to high 
structures including high buildings, chimneys, and plant. Other related standards include:
BS 3572, Specification for access fittings for chimneys and other high structures in concrete or 
brickwork.
BS 3678, Specification for access hooks for chimneys and other high structures in steel.
BS 4211, Specification for permanently fixed ladders.
BS 5395-3. Stairs, ladders and walkways — Part 3: Code of practice for the design of industrial type 
stairs, permanent ladders and walkways.
BS EN ISO 14122, Safety of machinery — Permanent means of access to machinery, particularly 
Part 4: Fixed ladders (to be published in 2005).
For portable ladders in aluminium and timber, attention is drawn to BS 2037 and BS 1129 
respectively.
Attention is also drawn to the requirements of the Building Regulations for England and Wales, 
The Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) and The Building Standards (Scotland) Regulations.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European publications referred to in this 
document may be found in the BSI Catalogue under the section entitled “International Standards 
Correspondence Index”, or by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of 
British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are 
responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal 
obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, pages 2 to 22, 
an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the document was last issued.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any enquiries on the 
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and promulgate them in the 
UK.
Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/00152784U
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/00152800U
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/00339827U
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/00148485U
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/BSENISO14122
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/01439897U
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/01635045U

