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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 14396:2004.

EN 14396 is a candidate “harmonized” European Standard and fully takes into account
the requirements of the European Commission mandate M118 “Waste water
engineering products”, given under the EU Construction Products Directive
(89/106/EEC), and intended to lead to CE marking. The date of applicability of

EN 14396 as a harmonized European Standard, i.e. the date after which this standard
may be used for CE marking purposes, is subject to an announcement in the Official
Journal of the European Communities.

There are no national product standards that will be affected by the publication of this
standard. However, when specifying ladders for manhole access and egress reference
should be made to National Annex NB of BS EN 752-3. This national annex contains
health and safety recommendations agreed with Health and Safety Executive regarding
the use of ladders in manholes. These recommendations were used to determine the
minimum sizes of access shafts and chambers advised in the annex and have also been
incorporated in other British Standards, for example, to set the distance of the cover
opening from the inside wall of precast concrete manholes.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee B/505,
Waste water engineering, which has the responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

—  present to the responsible international/European committee any enquiries
on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests
informed;

—  monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request to its
secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue under the section
entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the “Search”
facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract.
Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.
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