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National foreword
This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 974:2003. 
It supersedes BS EN 974:1997 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
CII/59, Chemicals for drinking water treatment, which has the responsibility 
to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Additional information

Article 10 of the Council of the European Community Directive 98/83/EC on the 
quality of water intended for human consumption requires Member States to 
ensure that substances and materials (including associated impurities) used in 
the preparation of drinking water do not remain in treated water at 
concentrations that are higher than necessary or that would reduce the 
protection of public health provided for in the Directive.

This requirement is given effect in England and Wales by regulation 25 of the 
Water supply (water quality) regulations 1989 (similar provisions apply in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland). Regulation 25 makes provision for attaching 
conditions of use to chemicals and filter media that are authorized for use in 
public water supplies.

Details of conditions of use are contained in the List of products and processes 
approved under regulations 25 and 26 for use in connection with the supply of 
water for drinking, washing, cooking and food production purposes published 
by the Drinking Water Inspectorate, Floor 2/A1, Ashdown House, 123 Victoria 
Street, London SW1 6DE (www.dwi.gov.uk).

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of 
British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 20, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
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