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Foreword 

ISO (the International  Organization for Standardization)  is a worldwide 
federation of national  Standards bodies (ISO member bodies).  The work 
of preparing International  Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical  committees.  Esch member body interested in  a subject for 
which a technical  committee has been established has the right to be 
represented on  that committee.  International  organizations,  govern- 
mental  and non-governmental,  in  l iaison with  ISO,  also take part in  the 
work.  ISO col laborates closely with  the International  Electrotechnical  
Commission (IEC)  on al l  matters of electrotechnical  standardization.  

Draft International  Standards adopted by the technical  committees are 
circulated to the member bodies for approval  before their acceptance 
as International  Standards by the ISO Council .  They are approved in  
accordance with  ISO procedures requiring at least 75 % approval  by the 
member bodies voting.  

International  Standard ISO 7541  was prepared by Technical  Committee 
ISO/TC 34,  AgriculturaI  food products.  

The method specified in  this International  Standard has been developed 
on the basis of the American Spices Trade Association  (ASTA)  20/1  
method.  

For better application,  further editorial  detai ls have been introduced and 
modifications have been made to the procedure on the fol lowing es- 
sential  Points:  

-  duration of extraction;  

-  zone of optimal  absorbance;  

-  expression  of results.  
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