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Two-way indexofthe

PD 6474:1976

UDC 669.14.002.611 (083.87)

designation systemusedin
BS 970:1955 (now obsoiete)

and later revisions

NOTE

This Two-way Index shows the nearest equivaients between the old d@sngnanon system 1’or
steels and the new designation system in the current editior. ot BS 970,

It must not be assumed that these nearest equivalents in the new designation system are
identical in ali respects, e.g. in chemical composition and/or mechanical propenies, to the old
‘Eti numbers quoted in the 1955 edition of BS 970, now withdrawn. It is essential, therefore,
to use this index in conjunction with the appropriate part of the current BS 970, to ensure
that the new number provides the steel you require in lhe appropnale condition and with the
approprlale properties,
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Designation system

When BS 970 was first issuéed in 1941 it
referred to 58 steels and these were arranged
in a number of groups - carbon steels, alloy
steels for hardening” and tempering, case-
hardening steels, spring stzels, valve stecls,

" ztainless . steels etc. - and En numbers were

_applied 'in sequence. Unfortunately, no allow-
fance was made for the insertion of further
. steels when, with repeated revisions, the
number of steels increased. :

Manv of these were variants of steels with
“low En numbers and to have applied a high
n number would have divorced them com-
pletely from steels of similar types. There-
fore, use was made of suffixes to relate
them to parent stecls. ln the 1955 edition of
BS 470 the number of steels had increased
- tc nearly 200 and the system of using suffixes
was hecoming complicated and ouversirained.

It' was realised that in the further centem-
plated revision of BS 970 there would be still
more steels - actuaily in the five parts of the

. current issue the rotal is more than 250. The

committee responsible, therefore, decided that
a new system of designating the steels was
essential and that attempts should be m¥cde for
this to have sufficient flexibility 1o allow &
logical insertion of such developments and ex-
pansion as might arise in the {oreseeabl:
future.  Attempts should also be made todevis:
a system which, when established, would give a
clue to the type of sreel. :

It was decided to adopt a designarion com-
prising six univs, viz three digits followed b
a letter and two further digits. On this basis
the system was developed - as illustrated on
the following pages.




